Evolution of neuroablative surgery for involuntary movement disorders: an historical review.
Surgical therapy of involuntary movement disorders has evolved during the past century from gross destructive ablations of the central nervous system to refined, accurate, discrete lesioning of sites deep within the brain. The understanding of neuroanatomic and physiological systems improved tremendously through experimentation in animals and empirical observations of surgery in humans. A continuum of accumulated knowledge has been achieved through ablation or lesioning of virtually all aspects of the central and peripheral nervous system predicated on previous successes or failures. This compilation of surgical history of involuntary movement disorders has provided present neurosurgeons with the foundations on which they base their therapeutic measures and will direct future endeavors within this field.